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BONDS MEADOW COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
 

Minutes of the Committee Meeting Held on 
17th May 2016 at Ashdale 

 
Present:                Allyson Barron (Chair), John Ward, Margaret Martin, Peter Aldous, 
                               Christina Brinded, Peter Brinded, Lynne Ward, Lindsey Andrews,  
                               Steve Moore.  Brian Hunter was present for part of the meeting. 
 
Apologies:            Sheila Hunter 
 
Previous Minutes:     Agreed to be correct. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
The “Growing Wild” seeds have been planted.  The Bob Tots Children’s group have planted sunflower 
seeds, which are marked.  We have been awarded £500 by the Co-op Token scheme.  Thank you to 
John for setting this up.  The Co-op will be sending us a cheque.  We can re-apply after a year.   
 
Chair’s Report 
 
Allyson reported usual on-going work with committee members sharing responsibilities.  She 
expressed thanks to all.  Allyson will meet with Peter Aldous to discuss priorities.  She recently met 
County Councillor Len Jacklin and is constantly looking for fund-raising opportunities.  She would like 
us to continue entering “Anglia in Bloom”. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
On behalf of Sheila it was reported that the financial balance is unchanged from the last meeting. 
 
   Funds Available £369-58 
 
Project Management Report 
 
Peter Aldous has been away but work has continued in his absence.  New volunteers have joined the 
Tuesday Work Party.  We currently have 6 volunteers who are working well.   The broken fence has 
been taken down and burnt.  The Fire Brigade were informed.  The Geo-Cache group had a very 
successful litter-pick.  Seven black sacks of rubbish were collected.   The Community Orchard path was 
weeded today.  Volunteers Paul and Tony lopped dead and diseased oak limbs.  The two new bug 
hotels are ready for pallets.  Muntjac deer were seen today.  Fruit trees in the lower meadow have 
been damaged.  Some of it is Muntjac damage but some of it is vandalism.  Knotweed is back in the 
same place.  Allyson will report this to Mark Ross of Waveney Norse.  Next week the work party will 
tackle sycamores.  Christina recommended planting blackthorn in place of sycamores.  Would it be 
possible to get silver birches from the Badger building site near Oulton Broad?  We would need to ask 
Badger Builders’ permission.  Allyson will follow up.  No Himalayan Balsam has appeared yet.  Christina 
recommended putting wet meadow seeds in the wet area. 
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Butterflies of Britain Event 
 
The launch planned for 9th April was cancelled owing to bad weather.  It will now take place on 28th 
May between 10 – 1.  It will be similar to the previous planned event.  There will be a gardening gazebo, 
an Arts and Crafts stall and butterfly-related activities.  Allyson can get volunteers from Signpost.  It is 
hoped to go ahead even if it rains.  Lindsey was not sure if she can get the same publicity as before.  It 
has been more difficult to get into schools.  The flyers have been delayed by printing issues.  Lindsey 
will drop off flyers at Allyson’s house.  Margaret can distribute flyers and new volunteers Paul and 
Mandy have said they are happy to help with distribution.  Lindsey and Steve will start setting up the 
event at 8 am.  They hope to have a cake stall if anyone can make cakes.  Can anyone face-paint?  
Christina can face-paint.  John may know someone.  John said he can get flyers into Pakefield Primary 
and Grove Primary.  Lynne suggested that Lindsey invites head teachers so that they can see for 
themselves how beneficial for education this is.  Allyson will liaise with Margaret about delivery of the 
Bonds Meadow information stands.     
 
AGM (and Planning for the Future) 
 
This will be held between 10.30 - 12.30 on Saturday 25th June in the Small Hall at Oulton Community 
Centre.  Committee members to arrive at 10.00 am to set up.  We will get an announcement in the 
Lowestoft Journal via the Oulton Correspondent.  We will invite Members, County, District and Parish 
Councillors, Anthony Mobbs (of the Bond Family if Allyson can provide his address), Anglia in Bloom, 
Lowestoft in Bloom, Essex & Suffolk Water and Tracey Housley of Suffolk Wildlife Trust.  Peter A will 
invite our volunteers.  Lindsey will be the guest speaker, with a 10 minute presentation on butterflies.  
Allyson has not managed to contact bee-keepers direct but has found out a lot of information.  Steve 
knows bee-keepers.  He and Lindsey will try to contact them. Lindsey will e-mail Margaret so she can 
invite them formally.  Margaret and Allyson will meet separately.  The Committee will need to be 
nominated.    
 
Brian said that, although the money from the Co-op is good news, we need to do proper financial 
planning.  For example, identify sources of funding to ensure sustainability.  This will be an AGM 
agenda item.  John remains in contact with his funding adviser and is cautiously optimistic of help from 
this source.  Allyson is waiting for her contact to get in touch regarding taking over as Treasurer.   
Allyson and Peter said we need to buy new tools as the ones we have are not up to the job and we 
have volunteers.  It was suggested we try Homebase or Wickes to see if we can get discounts.  Lindsey 
advised that, as we have a lock-up, we should be able to secure funding.  Lindsey suggested we have 
picnic benches.  These can be made of re-cycled materials and are vandal-proof.  This will be a future 
Agenda Item.   Lindsey is willing to advise on this.  Pond-dipping was also discussed but ponds would 
need to be fenced off and there would be other health & safety considerations.  We will continue to 
bear this in mind as a possibility for the future.  We will try to dedicate a future committee meeting 
to fund-raising.  John will invite his contact to the Butterflies of Britain event.   
 
Fires and Police Feed-Back 
 
There have been several incidents when fires have been lit in the Dell.  Margaret and Allyson met with 
Safer Neighbourhood Officers David Stranks and Robert Meen on 5th May and showed them exactly 
where the fires had been lit.  Another fire had been lit within the two days since we had last inspected 
the site.  The police confirmed Bonds Meadow is now patrolled but they needed verification on the 
site of the fires, which they now have.   The police said paraffin had been used to light the fires, not 
petrol.  This means the perpetrators are not at such a high risk but it is still not good environmentally.  
They confirmed that the School Safer Neighbourhood Officer will visit local schools and get the 
message across.  They advised us to remove all loose wood from the Dell area (this was done by the  
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Fires and Police Feedback (continued) 
 
work party on 10th May) and to put up notices stating “No Fires Please”.  Can Waveney Norse supply 
these? We did a walkabout.   The police were concerned about the broken fence area at the Hall Road 
end.  We confirmed that the broken fencing has been removed by us in accordance with SNO Sue 
Kershaw’s advice and that we do not know who is responsible for the overgrown plot.  They were also 
concerned about the filled-in well in the woods as they felt this is still a hazard.  The police asked for 
an electronic map of Bonds Meadow, which we do not have.  Margaret has since delivered a paper 
copy of the map to the Police Station.  The well was further discussed by the committee.  Allyson 
thought the branches covering the well have sunk.  Peter A said there is a lot of timber in the well.  It 
is jammed full of branches and tree stumps and is safe.  Peter B said there is potential for paraffin to 
poison water and it’s a volatile explosive.    
 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust Visit 
 
Tracey Housley of Suffolk Wildlife Trust met John, Peter A, and Margaret at Bonds Meadow 18th April.  
Barn owls appear to be nesting in the owl box near the Dell.  We saw one fly in there.  Tracey was very 
complimentary about our work.  She has e-mailed links and suggestions to John.  It is important to get 
a species list to the County Records Office (SBYS).  This is very important for on-going protection.  
Lindsey is doing a Big Butterfly Count in June.  We need more information on invertebrates and moths.  
John will do this.  Lindsey will be investigating moths in future but it’s a big subject.  Lindsey has been 
in contact with Richard Stone who is a moth expert.  Lindsey will invite him to the BOB launch.  SWT 
have spoken to the Bat Group who are interested and will be in touch soon.   
 
Encroachment 
 
John and Lynne have contacted the Land Registry.  They have been advised that when there is interest 
in unregistered land, a record of interest should be submitted.  This flags up a caution if anyone else 
applies.  It was recommended we write to the Land Registry and e-mail them the title number of the 
land in dispute.  There may be recourse to rectification and indemnity.  Refer to Practice Guide 39 on 
the website.  We need to consider the future of unregistered land.  Previous registration can be re-
visited if problems are thrown up.    John also spoke to Planning Officer Chris Green.  He said we would 
have to e-mail him with details.  Removing the fence could be an option.   A change of use application 
will not necessarily be turned down. 
 
AOB 
 
It was agreed that Butterflies of Britain will be a regular agenda item.  A future committee meeting 
will be dedicated to fund-raising. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
7.40 pm on Tuesday 7th June 2016 at Ashdale (Please note this meeting will start 10 minutes later than 
usual).   Encroachment will be the only item on the Agenda. 
 
AGM at 10.30 am on Saturday 25th June 2016 at Oulton Community Centre. 
 
 
 
 
                                 


